Society the records of three cases of congenital teeth, and considered at some length the clinical history and causation of this dental anomaly. Since 
By J. W. Ballantyne, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., F.R.S.E.
In March, 1896, I communicated The father of the tooth-carrying infant was an intelligent, strong, and healthy man, of Irish descent. He had syphilis when in the army in Afghanistan twelve years ago; for this he was treated for two years with iodide of potash, and has had no later manifestations.
The mother, also Irish, was somewhat anaemic. She is free from syphilis. She had one child nine years ago, which suffered from eruptions and died of marasmus. The present pregnancy, which was complicated by leucorrhcea, terminated on February 17, 1897, in the birth of a male infant weighing 7 lbs. On February 18, Dr Oldright found that the two lower central incisors were already cut. They were movable in their sockets, and the alveolar process for about f inch was elevated f inch above the level of the gums on either side and was also movable, rocking backwards and forwards. Below this hinge process was an exostosis in the middle line of the symphysis menti, which disappeared later. As the mobility and elevation afterwards disappearod, the teeth at the same time became fixed in their sockets. The mother's nipple was wounded before the teeth were discovered, and in spite of antiseptic treatment and the nippleshield, an abscess formed which was opened on March 4, two weeks after the inoculation. Dr Ferguson was much interested in Dr Ballantyne's paper. He had at present under observation two cases of congenital teeth, and curiously enough they occurred in two almost consecutive labours. In both cases the erupted teeth were the two lower central incisors. In one case the teeth were soft, and became almost pultaceous in consistence. They quickly wore down to the level of the gum, and no other milk teeth developed to take their place. In the other case the teeth were normal and healthy, and persisted along with the other milk teeth, from which they cannot now be distinguished. No interference with the teeth was required in either of these cases. The child with the soft teeth was artificially fed, the other was breast fed, but the teeth caused no inconvenience to the mother.
